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Can-Do
Dinosaurs
Students of the Zambezi

Direct from the Jurassic era, here’s a
rumbling, tumbling herd of 28 dinosaurs
to help children build important life skills.
Discover how you can develop that
‘I can’ attitude in little people with some
colourful, prehistoric playmates!
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Talking ecoLogical

Coming Soon

There are koalas in Zambia and tiger fish
Listen in on some feisty conversation
too. At least, there are in Sooka, where one
inspired by the Talking ecoLogical cards!
school is transforming lives on the floodplains
of the upper Zambezi River.

It’s a brand new card set that goes to the
heart of social equity. For justice and good
leadership, there must be Gender Fairness.
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Ideas

Bank

CAN-DO
DINOSAURS
We often think of children’s skill-building in terms of
mastering specific activities. But skill-building is also
a skill in itself. Tying a shoe lace requires much more
than tactile dexterity; it also requires listening, patience,
perseverance and concentration.

Tell a story
Spread the cards out on the floor. Invite the child or children to pick a
card and tell a story about the time they used that skill.

Can-Do Dinosaurs is designed to introduce children aged 3 to 7 to the
critical skills needed for learning, safety, self-reflection, resilience and
interrelationships. The cards are ideal for helping children overcome
fears, develop confidence, build friendships and make good decisions.
They’re also great for helping children acquire the skills of turn-taking,
listening and assertiveness!

Make a frieze
The 28 Can-Do Dinosaur cards can be strung together to make a
colourful and attractive frieze for a classroom, a child’s bedroom or
a space where children receive health or welfare services.
A long-lasting frieze can be created by running the cards through a
laminating machine, leaving enough laminate around the sides of
each card for a hole to be punched through ready for twine, or for a
pin or peg to be used to hang the cards. Or you can simply use
a reuseable adhesive to stick the cards to the walls!
Memory Game
Spread two packs of Can-Do Dinosaurs face down on the floor.
Take turns to see who can turn over two matching cards. When a
child turns over matching cards, invite them to tell a story about that
particular skill and how it can be used to stay safe or help others.

Giving praise
Use the cards to promote positive behaviours by noticing what your
students or children do well. Acknowledge them with the appropriate
card. Parents and teachers may also like to remind children of their
special strengths by surprising them with a Can-Do Dinosaur sticker.
Put a sticker in a child’s lunchbox, school drawer, or on their
bed pillow.
Keeping safe
Invite children to scan the cards and pick skills that could be used to
stay safe (eg. ‘I can tell others’, I can be angry’ and ‘I can be safe’).
Which of these skills need practice? Which ones come more easily?
Invite each child to pick a card and demonstrate how they do the
action shown on the card.
Building new skills
Can-Do Dinosaurs can be used in various ways to support
children’s development of new skills. For example, you
might begin by asking the child:
• Which card shows something you are really good at?
• Which card shows a skill you would like to learn?

CAN-DO DINOSAURS
28 laminated, full-colour cards, 210mm x 148mm,
polypropylene box, fold-out 8-page booklet.
ISBN: 9 781 920945 398
Illustrator: Kate Northover

Product Code: 2200

• Who could help you learn that new skill?

In the

$49.50 inc. GST

Intereach is a not-for-profit, community-based
organisation that provides services to regional,
rural and remote communities throughout New
South Wales. The program I manage runs
across the Riverina/Murray areas and we
work in communities of 5000 people or less.
We work with people who care for someone
with a mental health illness, but, more times
than not, we end up working with the person
who has the mental health illness. My staff
are spread across the entire Riverina/Murray
region, and in order to give each office a
sufficient number of copies I needed to order
a large quantity of books.

Mailbag
99 copies of Violet’s Voice. 99 copies of I See You.
This was the unusual order we received from Intereach
in June this year. What did they want with 99 copies of
each of Innovative Resources’ miniature picture books,
we wondered? Angela Hahn, Intereach’s Program
Manager was kind enough to explain…

Unfortunately, after I had received the books, we found out that the
program will not be funded past December 2014. But if the books are
not used up by this date, they will definitely be used in a number of
other Intereach programs. These little books have contributed to great
outcomes for clients.’

‘The order was actually for myself and my team. I have used these
little books from time to time with great success. The books are for
both carers and for people who have a mental illness. I have also
used these books for people who are victims of domestic violence.
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In the

Spotlight

STUDENTS OF
THE ZAMBEZI

In a remote community in Zambia, packs of koalas, a
bevy of strengths, and fleet of zany cars have found a
home. Australian pre-school teacher and mental health
carer advocate Joyce Vernon shares the inspiring story of
Sooka Community School and the people changing young
lives in central Africa.

Above: Preschool (Lemmy, Pre-School
teacher and children with the new
toothbrush & paste sets)

It was supposed to be a one-off visit. But when Joyce Vernon first
travelled to Africa, she admits, ‘I had no idea what Africa would do to
me.’ In 2006 that inaugural journey took her through Botswana and
Zambia. Only a year later she was back, and on that second trip her
life literally took a providential turn. When Joyce crossed the mighty
Zambezi River into Zambia for the final leg of her nine-day safari, she
didn’t turn right to follow the tourist trail to Victoria Falls. She turned
left and embarked on an 80km drive westwards to the village of
Mwandi and, beyond, to Shackleton’s Fishing Lodge, overlooking the
floodplains of the upper Zambezi River.
What Joyce found on that last evening in Zambia was a fledgling
school community comprising 65 students, one classroom, two
tenacious teachers, a blackboard and very little else. Sherie
and Howard Shackleton, Zimbabwean expats and the owners of
the fishing lodge, had built the school at the request of the local
community, with help from an American friend. There were no books,
no pencils, nor cupboards. Posters hung from the ceiling made
from old cardboard boxes. Joyce fell in love. ‘I could see such great
potential. There was a solid building, two educated and dedicated
men and lots of very enthusiastic kids, who knew it was an honour to
go to school.’

Left: students in the bush

Zambia remains one of Africa’s poorest nations and, like many
of its neighbours, its economy relies heavily on tourism. The Lozi
people, who traditionally live around the Barotse Floodplain, make
up roughly five percent of the Zambian population and practise
subsistence farming and fishing along the river. Joyce describes
them as a very warm, generous, hard-working and proud people.
The community’s children are also generally pretty healthy, benefiting
from interventions by the World Food Program, which has supplied
colourful, tasty lunches of beans and corn when needed.

As soon as Joyce returned home, she started making school packs
containing ‘ten basic items I felt were essential for a child for a
day at school.’ That was in 2007. Today, thanks to the donations
and goodwill of many parties Sooka Community School now has
150 students, three classrooms, and has watched its first Grade
7 pupils go on to secondary schools in nearby Mwandi. This year,
Joyce, herself a pre-school teacher, was thrilled to be invited back to
oversee the building of new pre-school at Sooka, which, until now,
has been ‘the missing link in the education chain.’

With tourism providing work opportunities, the Lozi community has
been increasingly aware, as Joyce notes, that ‘one needs a good
education and to speak good English to get a job.’ One of the most
exciting changes she has witnessed has been a shift in traditional
cultural practices to allow cattle (the community’s measure of
wealth) to be killed or sold not only for funerals or weddings, but for
education as well.
The community nevertheless faces its share of challenges. HIV/
AIDS and malaria have contributed to a significant population of
orphans and vulnerable children. Home-brewed beers are also linked
to problems with alcohol abuse and domestic violence. On her visit
to Zambia earlier this years, Joyce took with her several card sets
donated by Innovative Resources to distribute among programs and
individuals who are responding to these issues. One of these was
the Orphans and Vulnerable Children Counselling Centre in Mwandi,
where Joyce spent time introducing staff to the Cars ‘R’ Us cards.
The cards, she reasoned, were best suited to Mwandi where cars
are relatively common, referred to as ‘taxis’ or ‘motors’. By contrast,
children living in Sooka see very few vehicles.

Joyce & Evans with her nice 7.1kg fish

Continued next page.
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Back at the school, Joyce introduced Sooka’s new pre-school teacher
to The Koalas, showing him how to use two packs of the cards to
play ‘Snap’ and ‘Memory’ with the children. They also chatted about
ways in which the cards could be used to open conversations with
the children about their feelings. ‘He is doing such a great job,’
Joyce observes, ‘He is untrained but really knows what to do.’ Ruth,
the newest teacher at Sooka Community School, also spent time
learning about the cards, leaving her class one day to meet with
Joyce at Shackleton’s Lodge. Joyce laughs, ‘The kids are so wellbehaved! They would have worked away quietly, maybe even singing
as they worked.’
Yet, the most memorable conversation of all unfolded not at the
school nor even on land, but out in the middle of the beautiful
Zambezi River, famous for its ferocious, razor-toothed tiger fish.
Joyce had gone fishing with Evans, ‘an amazing young man’ who
is actively advocating for cultural changes. ‘He was my captive
audience,’ Joyce chuckles, ‘The fish weren’t biting so I showed him
how to use the Strengths to the Max cards. Nothing like the peace
and quiet of the river for undivided attention!’
Evans, together with his wife, had attended a two-month course in
the nearest large town, Livingstone, and the experience had been
life-changing. ‘They had learned about joint decision-making in
marriage, planning for the future security of the family, and many
things that are very new to the culture of the village, where men have
traditionally dominated in relationships. He promised he would care
for the cards very well and try them out with the village women and
young people he is working with. I am sure he will,’ she adds.

Above: Teachers John and Ruth

Now back in Australia, Joyce is already eagerly anticipating her return
visit. Thanks to the hard work of so many, Sooka Community School
has just received official recognition by the Zambian Government
and is set to become a government school in the very near future. A
headmaster’s house has recently been completed. On top of that, the
school has hosted visits by American doctors and Australian dentists
to support the children’s physical well-being.

Thanks to the hard work of so many, Sooka
Community School has just received official
recognition by the Zambian Government and
is set to become a government school in the
very near future.

Joyce describes the Sooka community’s support for their children’s
education as ‘quite remarkable’. She will be intrigued to find out what
creative uses people have found for the card sets on her return.
And she certainly looks forward to more inspiring conversations with
Evans and his colleagues there when she next casts a line out on the
great Zambezi River.

Get listen’n on a little logical talking

‘That is a very simplistic and stereotypical judgment to make. Farmers
care a great deal about their land and are always thinking about the
next generation.’

with Talking ecoLogical!

‘But couldn’t you say the same about businesses in the city?
They are wrecking the planet for different reasons even though
they have people who care running them. Farmers might care,
but they are doing damage.’

Ian McBurney, the author of the Talking ecoLogical,
has been a busy man. Since the cards were published
in January, he’s used then with lots of groups in Victoria,
including teachers in Swan Hill, community members
in Warrnambool, local government in Bendigo, state
government in Melbourne, grade six environmental
leaders at Quarry Hill Primary School, a hospital green
team, sustainability professionals, and pharmacy owners
in St Kilda. Here’s a mash-up of a conversation he
overheard at one workshop…

‘Some are doing damage. Many are doing wonderful things. And the
examples you just used are not black and white. There are a lot of
grey areas. Define ‘free range’ for example? And cows are mostly
grass fed in Australia. I think businesses in the city and farmers are
facing the same issues. In many ways it’s the big systems we’ve set
up that are the problem. Fossil fuels, global companies, politics and
media slogans make it feel too hard for farmers and businesses to run
a good business without ignoring the environment. I just get sick of
people going off at farmers when they have no idea how hard they
are trying.’
‘So wouldn’t getting back to local help if the big companies are
the problem? I’ve heard about Food Hubs in America that set
up to supply their local area first and to keep the profits local.
If local people were more connected to local food and local place
wouldn’t that in turn help farmers care even more for their land?
They would know the people buying their food and visa versa.’

Pick a card and have a conversation in pairs.
‘I am offended at this Food card from the ‘Imagining the Future’ suit!’
‘Why?’
‘Because farmers have been doing amazing things to improve soil
quality for years!’

‘I guess so. I haven’t heard about food hubs…’

‘But they’ve been adding too much fertilizer and chemicals
and feeding cows pellets and caging chickens and removing
vegetation.’

‘Are you still offended at the food card?’
‘Yes. But I guess given our chat it’s done its job.’
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Coming

Soon

PRE-ORDER

GENDER
FAIRNESS

24 full-colour, laminated
cards; 99mm x 210mm;
online booklet of
suggestions.
Cards and package
printed on 100%
recyclable materials.

24 cards for building gender fairness
in businesses, organisations and communities

ISBN: 978-1-920945-77-0;
CAT NO: 4938
RRP: AU$49.50
(includes GST)

Gender equity matters to us all

Gender Fairness is a professional, highly-engaging
learning tool for:
• generating conversation and reflection about gender
roles and fairness
• exploring gender fairness in a safe, curious and respectful way
• creating shared learning for groups, teams, organisations,
businesses and communities

Each card features:
• an important topic such as ‘Social Messages’,
‘Sexualisation’ or ‘Role Models’
• a key principle of fairness

• deepening understanding about how gender unfairness limits
opportunities and creates power imbalances

• a cartoon in the rich tradition of social commentary

• shifting cultures of gender unfairness by clearly naming and
respectfully challenging the issues

Use these cards in meetings, planning sessions,
professional development, training and education,
community events, counselling, mentoring, supervision,
and families.

• developing an inspiring vision for gender equity that
benefits everyone.

• 3 important questions to get conversations rolling.

‘A brilliant resource—long-awaited
and much-needed’
Joan Kirner

The Nature of Strengths

PRE-ORDER

Nature sustains us in every aspect of our lives from food
to art, technology to architecture, medicine to engineering.
We look up at the vast sky, down at a tiny insect, out over
a desert plain or deep into the oceans … and discover a
world of extraordinary variety and activity.
As well as imitating nature’s ingenious designs, we humans draw strengths
and other intangible qualities from observing nature. For example, we may
notice the poised and patient way that one season moves into the next—and
be inspired to bring some of that poise into our own lives. In times of difficulty,
the steadiness of a mountain may help us stand firm or perhaps the flow of a
river will remind us to refresh and move on in our lives.
The Nature of Strengths is a set of 28 cards inspired by nature’s genius.
With exquisitely detailed watercolour paintings in the style of an 18th-century
naturalist’s notebook, each card describes a characteristic of a plant, animal
or insect—inviting us to apply that strength in our own lives.
This is a truly beautiful resource for children and adults alike. It will find its
way into the toolkits of teachers, environmental educators, counsellors, social
workers and mentors as a resource for creating conversations and reflection
about strengths, virtues, goals and ways forward in times of difficulty.
(We think it will also be treasured by artists, writers and nature-lovers as a
source of inspiration!)
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28 laminated cards, 56-page booklet
filled with suggestions for use;
ISBN: 978 1 920945 73 2;
Author: Karen Masman; Illustrator: Robyn Spicer,
CAT NO: 4938
RRP: AU$49.50 (includes GST)

35% OFF
ALL PICTURE
BOOKS
Byron and the Chairs

The Wrong Stone

Storm in a Teacup

Captain Grumpy

Rebecca Sng
and Simon Greiner

Russell Deal
and Ray Bowler

Chris Townsend
and Chris Sage-Marsh

Russell Deal
and Sue Jenkins

Byron has a new baby brother
called Max. And Byron has a
problem: because Max isn’t
the only new addition to the
household. A little green,
beady-eyed monster has also
moved in—a little monster
called ‘Jealousy’.

‘I want you to build me a wall
with only perfect stones,’ the big
architect said.

Explore the cycles of life and
death, renewal and decay, hope
and fear, light and darkness in this
stirring picture book to use with
adults and children. This story
takes the form of a poem that
tells of a teardrop which finds its
way out to sea and finally returns
through nature’s cycle to a boy
and his grandfather.

Captain Grumpy didn’t want to be
a pirate, he wanted to be an artist.
But a pirate he became—and he
was good at it because he was
good at being grumpy. The result?
Well, join the crew and find out,
me hearties!

When Byron outgrows his
favourite yellow chair, things go
seriously downhill for our young
hero. Mum has bought a new
chair for Byron—a blue chair for
big kids. But changing chairs
means Byron has to give up
the yellow chair for Max. And
Jealousy’s not having any of that!

All the stones tried to put their
best faces forward. They hid their
ugly bits. But there was one stone
that didn’t seem to fit. He was the
‘Wrong Stone’ and all the others
laughed at him. Was he destined
for the crusher!?

In this picture book you’ll find all
sorts of peace-loving pirates and
important messages for children
Storm
in
a
Teacup
comes
with
about how to manage anger.
Enjoy the pebbly jokes and flinty
Use this picture book to explore
drama of this heart-warming story, a generous Learner’s Guide full
of
suggested
activities,
creative
what happens when trouble
in which the Wrong Stone finds
his special place in the world. Use prompts and topics for discussion. pushes us around and how we
This is an intriguing and evocative can keep trouble at bay with real
for conversations with kids about
resource for parents, teachers,
treasures—the inner ones!
differerence, self-esteem and
counsellors, environmentalists and CODE: 6075
finding one’s niche in life. Ideal
art therapists.
for pastoral care, the counselling
WAS $24.50, NOW $15.90
suite or the classroom.
CODE: 6054
WAS $29.50, NOW $19.15
CODE: 6050

Parents, teachers, counsellors—
here is the ideal resource for
creating conversations with
younger children about sibling
WAS $24.50, NOW $15.90
jealousy ...and other emotional
monsters who come into our lives!
CODE: 6080
WAS $14.95, NOW $ 9.70
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